Nov. 30]                         ST ANDREW, A.                              1489

Andrew preached the gospel in Scythia, as Origen testifies. Sophronius,
who wrote soon after St Jerom and translated his catalogue of illustrious men
and some other works into Greek, adds Sogdiana and Colchis. Theodoret
tells us that he passed into Greece; St Gregory Nazianzen mentions par-
ticularly Epirus and St Jerom Achaia. St Paulinus says this divine fisher-
man, preaching at Argos, put all the philosophers there to silence. St
Philastrius tells us, that he came out of Pontus into Greece, and that in
his time people at Sinope were persuaded that they had his true picture,
and the pulpit in which he had preached in that city. The Muscovites
have long gloried that St Andrew carried the gospel into their country as
far as the mouth of the Borysthenes, and to the mountains where the city
of Kiou now stands, and to the frontiers of Poland. If the ancients mean
European Scythia, when they speak of the theatre of his labours, this
authority is favourable to the pretensions of the Muscovites. The Greeks
understand it of Scythia, beyond Sebastopolis in Colchis, and perhaps also
of the European; for they say he planted the faith in Thrace, and particu-
larly at Byzantium, afterwards called Constantinople. But of this we meet
with no traces in antiquity. Several Calendars commemorate the feast of
the chair of St Andrew at Patrae, in Achaia. It is agreed that he laid down
his life there for Christ. St Paulinus says, that having taken many people
in the nets of Christ he confirmed the faith which he had preached by his
blood at Patrae. St Sophronius, St Gaudenlius, and St Austin assure us
that he was crucified; St Peter Chrysologus says, on a tree; Pseudo-
Hippolytus adds, on an olive-tree. In the hymn of Pope Damasus it is
barely mentioned that he was crucified. When the apostle saw his cross
at a distance, he is said to have cried out, " Hail, precious cross, that hast
been consecrated by the body of my Lord? and adorned with his limbs as
with rich jewels, I come to thee exulting and glad: receive me with joy
into thy arms. O good cross, that hast received beauty from our Lord's
limbs; I have ardently loved thee; long have I desired and sought
thee: now thou art found by me, and art made ready for my longing
soul; receive me into thy arms, taking me from among men, and present
me to my master; that he who redeemed me on thee, may receive
me by thee." The body of St Andrew was translated from Patrae to
Constantinople in 357, together with those of St Luke and St Timothy,
and deposited in the Church of the Apostles, which Constantine the
Great had built a little before. St Paulinus and St Jerom mention
miracles wrought on that occasion. The churches of Milan, Nola,
Brescia, and some other places, were at the same time enriched with
small portions of these relics, as we are informed by St Ambrose,
St Gaudentius, St Paulinus, &c,

It is the common opinion that the cross of St Andrew ws in the form
of the letter X? styled a cross decussate, composed of two pieces of timber